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SECRET TEHRAN SECTO 13034 

FOR AMBASSADOR LEWIS FROM ATHERTON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY) 

SUB J : VISIT OF PRESIDENT CARTER TO EGYPT 

1 . PLEASE GET IN TOUCH QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE WITH 
BEGIN OR DAYAN TO TELL THEM THE FOLLOWING. 

2. PRESIDENT CARTER HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH PRESIDENT 

SADAT ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF A BRIEF (ONE HOUR) STOP-OVER IN 
EGYPT FOR A MEETING WITH SADAT ON ROUTE FROM RIYADH TO 
PARIS. WE HAVE HAD INDICATIONS THAT SADAT WOULD FIND 
SUCH A MEETING USEFUL AT THIS TIME. SINCE THE TWO 
PRESIDENTS HAVE NOT MET SUBSEQUENT TO SADAT’S VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON AND LAST HIGHLEVEL MEETING WITH SADAT WAS 
DURING SECRETARY'S MIDDLE EAST TRIP IN AUGUST. ALL OF 
WHICH PRECEDED RECENT DEVELOPMENTS SET IN TRAIN BY 
SADAT'S VISIT TO JERUSALEM, THE PRESIDENT CONCLUDED 
THAT A MEETING WITH SADAT IN THE COURSE OF HIS PRESENT 
TRIP COULD HELP MAINTAIN THE MOMENTUM OF THE PEACE 
EFFORT IN WHICH EGYPT AND ISRAEL ACTIVELY ENGAGED. 
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THIS SEEMED TO US ALL THE MORE DESIRABLE SINCE THE 
PRESIDENT HAD AN OPPORTUNITY SO RECENTLY TO MEET WITH 
PRIME MINISTER BEGIN DURING HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 

3. HAVING HAD INDICATIONS THAT SADAT WOULD WELCOME 

A MEETING, WE ASKED AMBASSADOR EILTS TODAY TO INQUIRE 
WHETHER A BRIEF STOP-OVER IN ASWAN EARLY WEDNESDAY 
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MORNING, JANUARY 4, WOULD BE POSSIBLE. IN DOING SO, 

WE TOLD SADAT THAT WE WOULD WANT TO HOLD ANY ANNOUNCE- 
MENT UNTIL WE COULD INFORM ISRAEL AND OTHER INTERESTED 
GOVERNMENTS. WE HAVE JUST HAD A RESPONSE FROM SADAT 
THAT HE WOULD WELCOME THE VISIT AT THE TIME 
SUGGESTED. SIMULTANEOUSLY, WE HAVE SEEN PRESS REPORTS 
FROM EGYPT THAT SADAT HAD TOLD US MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES 
THAT A MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE IN ASWAN, WITH THE 
PRECISE TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED ON SUNDAY. IN LIGHT OF 
THIS, WE HAVE CONFIRMED TO THE PRESS HERE THAT A 
MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT CARTER AND PRESIDENT SADAT 
WILL TAKE PLACE. WE INTENDED TO INFORM ISRAELIS 
PRIOR TO PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT ONCE WE HAD CONFIRMATION 
FROM SADAT AND REGRET THAT STORY HAS BROKEN BEFORE WE 
COULD DO SO. WE ARE CERTAIN, HOWEVER, THAT ISRAELIS 
WILL UNDERSTAND IMPORTANCE OF SUCH A MEETING AT 
THIS TIME, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF FACT THAT PRESIDENT 
HAD OPPORTUNITY FOR EXTENSIVE EXCHANGES WITH PRIME 
MINISTER BEGIN IN RECENT PAST. 

4. FOR JIDDA. DRAWING AS APPROPRIATE ON ABOVE, 

YOU SHOULD INFORM SAUDIS OF PRESIDENT'S PROPOSED MEETING 
WITH SADAT. IN DOING SO, YOU SHOULD TELL SAUDIS THAT 
WE HAD PLANNED TO INFORM THEM BEFORE THIS BECAME 
PUBLIC AND THAT MEETING WITH SADAT WILL REQUIRE 
ADVANCING DEPARTURE FROM RIYADH TO 7:00 AM 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 SECTO 13034 312132Z 

RIYADH TIME. 

5. FOR DAMASCUS. IN YOUR DISCRETION, YOU MAY ALSO 
DRAW AS APPROPRIATE ON ABOVE TO INFORM SYRIANS. 

VANCE 
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